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In traditional devotion, we talk about the 5 wounds of Christ. 

They refer to the 5 marks on his body from his death on Good Friday. 
The two on his hands and the two on his feet from the nails, and the 
one in his side from the soldier’s lance. It is this last wound that is the 
most concerning. 

 
In the long Gospel passage that we just heard from John, we 

heard the story about Jesus’ crucifixion. After nearly three hours of 
waiting for him and the other two men crucified with him to die, the 
crowds asked Pilate if the legs of the crucified bodies could be broken 
to speed up the dying process. This wasn’t out of mercy, but in order 
to get their dead bodies down from the crosses before the start of 
their solemn sabbath, which would begin that evening at sundown. “But 
when they came to Jesus,” the narrator told us, they saw what he was 
already dead. “They did not break his legs, but one solider thrust his 
lance into his side, and immediately blood and water flowed out.” 

 
I am not sure the soldier’s intentions in piercing Jesus’ side, but it 

seems very disrespectful. As if the wounds in his hands and feet weren’t 
disrespectful enough, this final wound to Jesus’ dead body seems 
unnecessary. Yet, it is highly symbolic. As the Gospel account said, it 
fulfilled the Old Testament scriptures, ‘not a bone of it will be broken’ 
and ‘they will look upon him whom they have pierced.’ Or, as Isaiah 
said in our first reading, ‘he was pierced for our offenses.’ 

 



Whatever the motive for this final wound of disrespecting the 
body of Jesus, one thing is clear because of it: he really did die. His life- 
blood and water-supply really did flow out of him. His death was total 
and complete.  

 
As we continue with this liturgy, let us think of all the ways human 

bodies are disrespected in our world today through violence, racism, 
hatred, self-harm, and injustice. Then, let us look upon the one who 
was pierced.  


